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This fact sheet summarizes recent and future
activities at the Former Northwestern Barrel site,
located along Lake Michigan between Marina Road
and the South Milwaukee Wastewater Treatment
Plant. 

Work Inside the Fence

Recently Completed Activities

In the past six months, site workers have:

/ excavated, stockpiled, sampled, and disposed of:

C contaminated soil and debris from the
northern lake bluff and beach area,

C soils in the top 1 to 2 feet of the upland area,
C portions of the former facility’s building

foundation, located by the west and northwest
fence and the ravine;

/ backfilled the bluff area to even out the slopes;
/ collected several hundred soil samples in the

upland area to determine if this area meets
cleanup levels;

/ sampled water and sediment from the stream in
the ravine;

/ monitored air at the fence line for total
concentrations of vapors and dust;

/ monitored air for specific chemical compounds
during the handling of soils containing volatile
organic compounds (solvents);

/ moved several work trailers to the outside of the
fence to allow for excavation of soil in those
areas; and 

/ graded the upland area and bluff.

For more details, please consult the file labeled “U.S.
EPA Pollution Reports” (yellow label) in the site
information repository at the South Milwaukee
Public Library (address on the reverse side). 

Next Steps

Work inside the fence is nearly complete.  Work left
to be completed inside the existing fence includes:

C removing remaining stockpiles;
C planting grass seed to reduce erosion; and
C developing and carrying out a plan to collect soil

and ground water samples on the entire Towne
Realty property, to ensure that cleanup levels have
been reached.

Work Outside the Fence

Site Property

In the upcoming weeks, contractors for the
potentially responsible parties will be moving
portions of the west and north fence.  The fence will
be moved to the property line between the Marina
Cliffs condominium property and the Towne Realty
property (Towne Realty owns the site property).
Right now, the fence sits approximately 20 feet
inside of the Towne Realty property, which provides
residents additional space to walk around the
buildings.  The fence must be moved to the property
line to allow workers to excavate contaminated soil
and the former barrel factory foundation from the
Towne Realty property. 

During soil and foundation removal, workers will
monitor the air for dust, vapors, and noise to ensure
that levels remain safe.  In addition, workers will
monitor vibrations at nearby building foundations.
After the soil and foundation are removed, which is
expected to take several weeks, the area will be
graded and seeded.

Residential Property 

U.S. EPA and the potentially responsible parties
continue to discuss plans for additional sampling in
the residential areas. 



For Additional Information
If you would like additional information about the former Northwestern Barrel site, please contact the 

U.S. EPA site trailer at (414) 571-1212 or: 

Cleanup:
Bri Bill Rey Rivera Andy Boettcher
Community Involvement Coordinator On-Scene Coordinator Hydrogeologist
U.S.  EPA U.S. EPA  WDNR
Office of Public Affairs (P-19J) Superfund Division (SE-5J) Sturtevant Service Center
77 West Jackson Blvd. 77 West Jackson Blvd. 9531 Rayne Road, Suite 4
Chicago, IL 60604 Chicago, IL 60604 Sturtevant, WI 53177
(312) 353-6646 (312) 886-1450 (414) 884-2339

            or toll-free at 1-800-621-8431

Health:
Henry Nehls-Lowe  Clayton Koher Jackie Ove
Epidemiologist Regional Representative Public Health Adm.
Department of Health and Family Services ATSDR S. Milw. Health Dept.
1414 East Washington Street 77 West Jackson Blvd. (ATSDR-4J) 2424 15th Avenue
Madison, WI 53703 Chicago, IL 60604 South Milwaukee, WI 53172
(608) 266-3479 (312) 353-6086 (414) 764-5060

Files about the site are available for review at: South Milwaukee Public Library
1907 10th Avenue
South Milwaukee, WI 53172-2003
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